Measuring for your New Vinyl Fence

Preliminary Steps 

Before proceeding, a few preliminary steps are in order. Some are simply good ideas, some are necessary: 

· Discuss your plans with any neighbors whose property lies along your proposed fence line. 
· Make sure your fence will be on your property. 
· Check for easements in your deed. An easement is a right-of-way granted to another property owner or utility company which may limit the design and location of your fence.
· Confirm the location of underground utilities with local providers before you dig.

	
	Before you begin any excavation you need to call and check for underground utilities. The North America One Call Referral Service at 1-888-258-0808 connects you to a national directory of utility companies. 


· Check local zoning laws which may regulate the size and placement of your fence. If you live in an historic district or a subdivision, check with your neighborhood association before proceeding with your plans.
· Contact your local building inspector to obtain the information you need for the depth, diameter and shape of your footings. Some codes may require that the bottom of a footing be wider than the top.
· Apply for the proper building permit as directed by local code.
Layout of Fence

(It is a good idea to draw your fence on Graph paper)

If you need help at any time, just call our customer service line and we will be happy to assist you.  Remember we are available 24hrs.

1) The first step in the process is to measure out the entire area that you would like to fence encompass.  Example = 140 Feet  (Helpful hint: stake it out with string and place the stakes every 8ft as that is where your posts will be)  Remember our fence can be cut like wood so don’t worry if you have a section that needs to be shorter than 8ft long.

2) Then you will need to think about where you would like to place your gates if you are going to have any.  We always recommend that you have at least one gate for an area that is going to be enclosed off the house.  Remember that if you have a lawn service or if you mow your own lawn with a riding lawn mower, you want your gate large enough to accommodate the size of your mower. 

3) Next take the total number of feet and divide that number by eight.  If you end up with a fraction you will need to round up NOT DOWN.  Example: 140ft / 8 = 17.50 = 18 sections of fence

4) Now count the number of corners that you have around your fence line.  A corner is a place where one fence ends on one side and a new section of fence creates a 90 degree angle from the other side.  Write that number down.
5) If your fence stops at your house, a tree or a gate that is an end post.  Look at your layout and count how many End posts you will need.  Remember an end post is a post that has only one side of fence connected to it; the other three sides are blank or smooth.  Helpful Hint:  If you have one gate you have to have at least one end post, you may also have a blank.  (See drawing)  Write that number down.
6) Finally you will look at your drawing and count how many line posts you will need.  A line post is a post that a section of fence coming out of each side of it creating a straight line.  Write that number down.  

7) Choose your style of fence and style of caps and you’re all set.

Now you are ready to begin the ordering process.  You can either call our customer support team @ 877.302.0543 or complete your entire transaction online.  In either case you will get a call from one of our expert representatives.  They will go through your order with you and ensure you have thought about all the proper accessories and that you properly counted the correct number of posts and gates.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to ask them, they are here to help.
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